




MANY CITIES 
IN ONE



TICKET RIGHT THIS MINUTE TO FLY TO LIMA: 
WHY YOU SHOULD NOT MISS OUT ON IT. 
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Lima is a time machine

Lima on the tip of the tongue

Lima is for both walkers and fliers

Lima for fun seekers

OLD CITY

GOURMET LIMA

FRIENDLY LIMA

ENTERTAINING LIMA
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SOME 

REASONS 

WHY YOU 

WOULD 

WANT TO 

BUY AN 

AIRPLANE 

It is the only South American capital 
on the shores of the Pacific Ocean. 
Food in Lima is a religion and its temples are 
tempting restaurants that serve seafood, jungle 
and Andean dishes as well as a fusion of Peru-
vian flavor with every type of international food 
imaginable. If people in other parts of the world 
live in deserts, mountains, or snowy regions, 
then Lima’s inhabitants live in fine restaurants. 
There is no other city in the world that has as 
many cooking schools as Lima does, and it is 
turning into one of the most innovative inter-
national laboratories of food and drink. Lima 
is also a city that can slake the most intense 
thirst a person can experience in its legendary 
and modern bars that have the power to seduce 
the trendiest of the world’s citizens. Its port is 

TICKET RIGHT THIS MINUTE TO FLY TO LIMA: 
WHY YOU SHOULD NOT MISS OUT ON IT. 

at the very heart of the South American coast, 
and therefore the city has always been cosmo-
politan and traditional at the same time. Lima 
was the most coveted jewel of the Spanish colo- 
nies and for 300 years the richest city in the 
Americas. Instead of constructing palaces for 
its kings, Lima raised churches for guarding 
priceless works of art and built mansions for 
the noblemen. Lima is also a city that boasts 
fantastic museums that exhibit gold and silver 
treasures from Pre-Hispanic cultures that were 
enthralled by the ocean. Lima is, in a nutshell, 
a time machine, where in the blink of an eye, 
you can have one foot in the past and the other 
firmly set in the future.

LIMA IS AN ENTERTAINING, OLD, 
FRIENDLY, AND GOURMET CITY.
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Visiting a city as old as Lima can be delightfully 
surprising, archeologically speaking. For instance, the 
Cathedral has kept the remains of the city founder for 

more than four centuries after his death.
There is one museum where they display such things 
as gold earrings, two hundred mummies, and even a 

collection of erotic Pre-Incan pottery.
Just having an underground cemetery, a hotel for 

celebrities, and a pyramid set near the shores of the 
ocean are enough to start up this time machine.

OLD
CI
TY LIMA IS

A TIME 
MACHINE

[1] 
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If you descend the narrow stairs of 
the Saint Francis of Assisi Catholic 
Church, which is situated just two blocks 
from the Main Square of Lima, you will find a 
mass grave, a pit filled with skulls and bones. It 
is a labyrinth of subterranean galleries, where 
lie the skeletal remains of around 20,000 resi-
dents (priests included) from the city, buried 
between the XVIII and beginning of the XIX 
centuries. The idea of this form of burial came 
from the custom of the first Roman Christians 
brought to Peru, who buried the dead this way 
in the hope of their resurrection. But inside 
these chambers, in the catacombs of Lima, the 
skulls have been arranged in concentric circles 
as if they were the beads of some gigantic neck-
lace. And it just so happens that this mass 
grave was the first official cemetery of the self-
styled City of Kings. As one walks through the 

catacombs, that circular pit so much like a me-
teor crater, one cannot help but smell a sharp 
and astringent odor pervading the entire place 
that causes a tickle of fear to run up the spine. 
This could be a guardhouse for the watchmen 
of Hell, but it is only a museum of the dead 
from long ago. As stated by one archeological 
hypothesis, it is possible that the tunnels of 
these catacombs connect the church with the 
Government Palace.



2.

3.
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The story of the Bolivar Hotel, one of 
historic downtown Lima’s emblematic 
structures, is also the story of a famous cock-
tail, the Pisco Sour. Juan de la Cruz, ex hotel 
employee now working as a guide and possessor 
of a remarkable memory, recalls the time that 
Orson Welles drank 42 of these cocktails in just 
one night. A similar victim to the same thirst 
was actress Ava Gardner, who was seen walking 
through the hotel’s French inspired hallways in 
a see-through dressing gown. “I remember when 
President Charles de Gaulle sat over there, and 
over there Ernest Hemmingway…in that spot 
they interviewed Jorge Luis Borges.” Standing at 
the bar and inhaling the scent of its aged wood, 
you can let yourself submerge into these stories 
or let your imagination run away with them. 
Mick Jagger, front man of the Rolling Stones, 
could not be this hotel’s invisible man for he 
the one who spent his time here sneaking away 
from his fans. Even so, from its seat of honor on 
the San Martin Square, the Bolivar Hotel still 
rules. Its Pisco Sour Cathedral and rooms are 
waiting for those who crave legends.

If you walk a certain route through the 
streets of Miraflores, you will be amazed 
at the sight of a pyramid, made of mud and at 
least the size of a modern sports stadium, rising 
before your very eyes. It is the archeological site 
of Huaca Pucllana (“huaca” means shrine), and 
it coexists quite nicely with a residential neigh-
borhood, with its homes, bars, restaurants, 
boutiques, bookstores, and cinemas. However, 
it was not always like this. Around the year 
200 A.D., the lands around it belonged to the 
people of the Lima culture, a tribe known for its 
lovely artwork and love of the sea and for the 
fact of having no army. When you visit Huaca 
Pucllana, you will be able to watch as archeolo-
gists actually dig up, on site, the peaceful history 
of these lovers of seafood and ancient dwellers 
of where Lima presently sits. And, as cloudless 
afternoons wear on, the sun usually transforms 
the area around the pyramid into shadow lands 
as the nearby houses get swallowed up in the 
lengthening darkness. Today, the most famous 
inhabitants of this shrine are a Peruvian hair-
less dog named Hosh and other animals like 
llamas, alpacas, and Guinea pigs. A nice run-
down of Pre-Incan zoology.



ALTHOUGH IT STILL LOOKS LIKE THE DORMITORY FOR 
NOVICES THAT IT WAS FOUR HUNDRED YEARS AGO, 
THE SAN MARCOS UNIVERSITY MANSION HOUSE HOLDS THE INTELLECTUAL AND 
ARTISTIC HISTORY OF PERU. TODAY, IT IS SITE OF THE CULTURAL CENTER OF THE 
OLDEST UNIVERSITY IN THE AMERICAS, WHERE, PARADOXICALLY, YOU CAN FIND 
THE LATEST TRENDS IN CONTEMPORARY ART.
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They say that this city’s most 
attractive scenery is its dishes. 
Rightly said because Lima is 
the gastronomic capital 
of the Americas, uniting the 
many branches of Peru’s national 
cuisine – coastal, Andean, and 
jungle – into a cooking style that 
is one of the most diverse and 
flavorful in the world. Proof of this 
are its seafood restaurants, where 
it always seems to be summer, 
and others that serve fruits from 
the land and that are gastronomic 
museums as well as laboratories, 
where chefs skillfully combine 
traditional and foreign flavors. Here 
come some appetizers for you to 
savor from the city that begins on 
the tip of the tongue:

GOUR
MET
CI
TY LIMA ON

THE TONGUE
THE TIP OF
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There are restaurants in Lima where 
the dining ambience is as seductive as 
the menu itself. Clients, when entering for 
the first time, get that look in their eye of people 
visiting a modern art gallery. There is one res-
taurant with lofty ceilings and intimate, theater 
lighting, where you can actually watch a circus 
– an acrobat walking from one side to the other 
on a tightrope – as waiters describe the different 
dishes that are a fusion of our national cuisine 
with foreign flavors: potato rolls with prawns 
in a tamarind and chili pepper sauce or lucuma 
agnolotti combined with goat’s cheese and crab 
meat. Absolute art for the palate. Yet, Lima 
also boasts restaurants where the abundance of 
dishes is proof of the fertility of the farmlands 
of Peru; there is one that offers an astounding 
600 different dishes of Peruvian and interna-
tional food, worthy of an entry in the Guinness 
Book of World Records. No other restaurant in 
the world has as many choices – from breaded 
tenderloin with tacu tacu (a bean puree) to red 
wine osso buco with mashed potatoes to ullucos 
(an Andean tuber) with charqui (beef or llama 
jerky). Of course, Lima also has restaurants 
that feature signature cuisine, where every plate 
is a one-of-a-kind and unrepeatable adventure 
and where the kitchen chiefs come from a tribe 
of chefs trained in the most prestigious cooking 
schools in the world and, most importantly, are 
possessors of a privileged palate they inherited 
from this land. They have learned how to com-
bine native flavors with foreign ones, so the ex-
perience of going to just one restaurant can be-
come an around the world flight when one sits 
at the table. For instance, there is a restaurant 
where they serve the traditional tuna tiradito 
with a maracuya, miso, and wasabi salsa. They 
also flambé the sea bass with pisco brandy and 
accompany it with a squid and asparagus risotto. 
Take care, though. Visiting these signature res-
taurants is an odyssey that may make you delay 
your trip back home.

1.
[8] 
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Lima, like any other city lying on the 
shores of the sea, also owes its enchantment 
to fabulous seafood. Put on the same plate with 
some appetizing vegetables and spicy chili peppers, 
these Pacific Ocean fruits have helped to create 
a cuisine that is found in those temples of flavor 
known as “cebicherias” – called such because of 
its specialty, cebiche, which is the simplest form 
of eating fish: chunks of fresh caught fish that, 
when marinated in a rather generous amount of 
key lime juice, get cooked and then are smothered in 
onions, chili peppers, and salt. However, these 
cebicherias offer more surprises than just this 
banner dish. There are some located on Avenida 
La Mar, close to the area in Miraflores known as 
the Costa Verde, whose fame travels by word of 
mouth, possibly from those who tried the dishes 
that caused them to commit the sin of gluttony: 
grilled baby octopus, shrimp tacu tacu covered in 
a sauce made from different cheeses, cebiche of 
sole and prawns. We recommend that you take a 
tour along the Costa Verde and visit the districts 
of Chorrillos and Barranco, as well, since there 
you will find cebiches ranging from the ultra-or-
thodox (fish, chili peppers, onion, lime juice, and 
salt) to the extremely extravagant (with mango, 
curry, or Japanese sauces). However, more than 
just its dishes from the sea, Lima also invites you 
to try its food from the Peruvian Creole and An-
dean traditions. Certain restaurants honor an-
cient foods, such as the potato, aji amarillo chili 
peppers, corn, butter beans, and coca leaves. The 
menus of these places seem like living museums 
of ancient recipes, like the case of the huatia (pit-
roasted potatoes); however, there is space for 
modern artworks, too, like a coca ice cream. Yet, 
the dishes most intimately linked to this land 
can also be found in the most luxurious hotels in 
Lima. There, you can order a Pisco Sour and try, 
for instance, a “piqueo criollo”, a sampling of nine 
dishes, in miniature, that could include papa a 
la huancaina, causa Limeña, patita con mani, aji 
de gallina, and cau cau – and wash all this down 
with a fresh glass of chicha morada. Thankfully, 
in Lima, food is memorable and never boring.

2.
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SINCE THE YEAR 2000, TWENTY-TWO 

COOKING SCHOOLS HAVE OPENED 
IN THE CITY OF LIMA. THIS INCREDIBLE FIGURE, 
WITHOUT COUNTING THE PRE-EXISTING SCHOOLS, 
MAKES LIMA THE CITY WITH THE MOST COOKING 
SCHOOLS IN THE WORLD.

[11] 
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LY
CI
TY

Of the many faces of Lima, 
two stick in the memory: the 
hospitality of its inhabitants and 
its proximity to the Pacific Ocean. 
From some of its five star hotels, you can look 
out upon and admire the geography of the 
city’s coastline that looks much like a half 
moon. Or, back on land, you can stroll along 
its waterfront boardwalks and through its 
parks and watch as people practice tai-chi, or 
look at the surfers come and go as they ride 
the waves, or fly high over the Costa Verde on 
a paraglider. Or, if you prefer, turn your back 
to the ocean and walk through the city, tour 
its most symbolic parks, and end up taking a 
shopping spree at stores located in its modern 
airport.

LIMA IS FOR
WALKERS 
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AND FLIERS
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO HAVE A GULL’S EYE 
VIEW OF THE CITY? A RIDE ON A 

PARAGLIDER THAT LASTS FOR TWENTY 
MINUTES OVER THE BOARDWALK OF THE 

COSTA VERDE COSTS JUST TWENTY DOLLARS. 

DON’T WORRY. YOU WILL BE 
ACCOMPANIED BY AN INSTRUCTOR.

If living by the sea is a privilege, then 
Lima itself is an almost poetic invitation to 
take a walk along the coastline so you can truly 
contemplate the vastness of the ocean. In this 
section called the Costa Verde, the sky above 
which almost daily shimmers gray under a 
blanket of fog, tends to create a dream-like 
atmosphere, and many of the neighborhood 
homes are built just a stone’s throw away from 
the Pacific Ocean. From the Chorrillos board-
walk to the neighborhood of La Punta in Callao, 
Lima looks like a giant with its arms spread 
open or like a mysterious half moon. Some 
of the neighbors of the ocean, like the famous 
novelist Mario Vargas Llosa, jog through the 
parks of the Barranco district and take in the 
fresh morning breezes off the waters. Others, 
more intrepid visitors prefer to rent a paraglider 
in one of the parks nearby the Miraflores light-
house and fly for twenty minutes over the cliffs 
and feel what it is like to be a seagull. Others, 
more contemplative, choose to stand on Waikiki 
Beach and watch the surfers conquer the waves 
in their never ending struggle.

The parks that face the Pacific Ocean are battles 
against inertia. In the morning, there are tai-
chi classes, a soft style of martial arts with a 
philosophy against brute force striking, and in 
the afternoons, Brazilian trained capoeira masters 
direct sessions that you can see and feel while 
eating an ice cream. Only along the waterfront 
boardwalk of Miraflores you can walk through 
a group of parks that together span more than 
ten kilometers – a large balcony for falling in 
love with and in the city.

However, in a city as old as Lima and in the 
financial district of San Isidro, farther away 
but not too far from the ocean, you can find 
very old parks promote good health: the Olivar 
Park has enjoyed more than 450 years in the 
city and calls to the people to walk unburdened 
along its pathways, which look as if they come 
straight out of a fairy tale and are decorated 
with more than 2,000 trees teeming with olives. 
It is the heart of one of the most exclusive areas 
of Lima and in it are restaurants, art galleries, and 
quiet hotels, all within walking distance along 
a pleasant footpath. On the streets of Lima, asking 
for directions could at times end up being a 
lesson in geography.

1.
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PERHAPS THE MOST DIFFICULT ASPECT OF STAYING 
IN LIMA IS CHOOSING FROM THE VARIETY OF 

ACCOMMODATIONS: FROM FIVE-STAR HOTELS OFFERING 300 SUITES WITH 
PANORAMIC VIEWS OF THE PACIFIC OCEAN TO OTHERS THAT OFFER CLASSES IN 

MARINE BIOLOGY. EACH ONE IS A DIFFERENT UNIVERSE.



2.
Lima’s five-star hotels were built not 
just for resting after a wearisome trip 
but also for making the dreams and wishes come 
true. One of them, in the heart of the district of 
San Isidro, was modeled after of an English 
palace and every afternoon, at five, they celebrate 
high tea and perform scenes from a novel written 
by Alfredo Bryce Echenique. You can walk down 
its hallways and admire the paintings from 
Peru’s colonial era hanging on the walls, or in 
the morning be on the links for a round of golf 
while sipping a selection of pisco brandies. Yet, if 
golf bores you, take a stroll across the street and 
you will find a hotel with a dolphinarium inside, 
and there you can actually get close enough to 
stroke Yaku and Wayra, a pair of dolphins that 
know how to jump for the cameras. There is also 
a hotel that has a view of the sea from Miraflores 
and a spa where you can feel like a citizen of the 
world because of its many different types of 
massages: Swedish, with warm oils, Japanese, 
with shiatsu techniques, and Peruvian, with vol-
canic stones.

Yet, if pampering is not your desire, then go in 
search of Lima’s more homelike inns, not as 
luxurious yet equal in hospitality. Several are 
old, remodeled mansions in Miraflores, San 
Isidro, and Magdalena, where you can breathe 
the air of home in their rooms decorated with 
family heirlooms and sit and read a magazine 
while drinking a cold beer in their gardens 
filled with flowers, taking pleasure in your re-
laxation. Do you have a few hours to spare be-
fore your flight home? If this is the case, then 
just remember that the Lima airport is a shop 
window displaying everything you forgot to buy 
during your stay in the city. Besides restaurants that 
feature Peruvian, international, and of course, 
fast food, the airport has a gallery of shops, 
where you can find delicacies made in Peru: 
candies with manjar blanco centers, chocolate 
covered tejas, Doña Pepa turrones, varieties of 
domestic export coffees, and pisco brandy made 
from selected grapes. Take these home as gifts 
for your friends and explain to them the mystery 
of Lima, a friendly city whose surprises always 
please the mouth.

[15] 
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FUN SEEKERS
LIMA FOR



If you are wondering how to have fun in Lima, then the answer lies with its 
nights that implore you to go to the bars where friends gather together, to 

the disco techs where DJ’s rule, to locales where folklore dancing is the star, 
or to its temples where the religion is salsa. This city also offers the pleasure 

of shopping, from markets selling utilitarian art to malls with stores that 
sell merchandise made abroad or in Peru. If shopping is not your thing but 

taking in a show is,  then Lima has what you desire, from the 
traditional to the experimental: Peruvian Paso horse shows, hand 

made craft fairs, theaters with facilities for art and for eating, and a circus 
theater. The fun is set out for you to enjoy.

If cities had last names, then Lima’s 
would be “Bohemian”. In the old district 
of Pueblo Libre, very close to the National An-
thropological, Archeological, and Historical 
Museum and in the midst of its family homes 
with large yards, is a winery, a producer of ex-
quisite wines and pisco brandies that you can 
sample at their bar. This place is complete 
with swinging saloon doors that could have 
come straight out of the Old West, yet, at its 
marble tables, life long friends come together 
to raise a glass. Later, move on to the district 
of Barranco, whose bars and pubs feature live 
concerts, jukebox and lounge music, and even 
unexpected visits from famous musicians, like 
the Argentinean Fito Paez or the Spanish singer 
Joaquin Sabina or the Flamenco dancer Joaquin 
Cortes, who usually end their nights in Lima at 
a two story, labyrinthesque bar with the ever 
present wood, vaulted ceilings, and gigantic 
mirrors, where they improvise on stage, play-
ing, singing, or dancing, for their friends and 
fans. If, after this gift given to you by a night 
out in Barranco, you still have legs for dancing, 
then go to any of the disco techs in the district 
of Miraflores, where the best DJ’s from the city 
experiment with their own unique mixture of 

1.

[18] 
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THE STREETS OF BARRANCO ARE GREAT FOR SPENDING AN 
AFTERNOON WALKING AROUND, BUT THEY ARE ALSO PERFECT FOR SHOPPING FOR 
ORIGINAL WORKS OF PERUVIAN ART AT THE STORES AND GALLERIES FOUND ALONG THEM. SOME 

OF THESE SHOPS DISPLAY ENVIABLE EXAMPLES OF UTILITARIAN AND OTHER ART FORMS FROM 
NATIONAL ARTISTS OF INTERNATIONAL RENOWN.

24 [ lima

electronic music to get everyone up and mov-
ing. Likewise, the fame of Lima’s salsa danc-
ing might be stirring up your curiosity, so you 
must go in search of the “descarga en el barrio” 
(dancin’ in the neighborhood), a party for salsa 
lovers that is celebrated five times per year in 
the old district of Breña, just ten minutes from 
downtown Lima. There, the swingingest hips 
in the city are an entire show unto themselves, 
for some to watch and for others to give it a 
try. As for recovering after a night of partying, 
we have one recommendation. The following 
morning, go visit the peaceful district of La 
Punta in Callao, an old Italian neighborhood, 
where, walking along the boardwalk, you can 
find bars with windows that look out upon a 
sea dotted with rocks and the coast with its 
boats and yachts. Once seated, order a beer and 
let the afternoon decide your fate.

There are stores in Lima that defend 
the idea that art can be useful and that 
objects like chairs deserve a place in an 
art gallery. Just a few strides from the board-
walk in Barranco is a gallery of stores where you 
can spend an hour wandering the passageways 
and rooms of some of these stores and not stop 
admiring their merchandise: a hand painted set 
of dishes, some coasters that would look very 
nice hanging on a wall, painstakingly embroi-
dered cushions, hand-worked leather chests 
that are worthy of guarding any secret, lamps 
that were inspired from science fiction movies, 
notebooks and agendas that would cause one 
pain to write in, and many other works from 
Peruvian artists. Going out to shop in Lima is 
temptation for the eyes, so be prepared to take 
out you wallet time and time again. One of the 
most sophisticated shopping malls in the city is 
built overlooking a cliff in Miraflores, and most 
of the stores there face the sea, creating an atmo-
sphere of peace when deciding on what to buy. 

2.
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3.

You can find internationally known chains that 
sell clothing, perfume, and jewelry, but there 
are also stores in which you can find unique 
pieces fashioned out of alpaca fiber, a delicate 
material that fashion models are draped with 
as they strut along the catwalks in Paris and 
New York fashion shows. And, if you are look-
ing for hand made crafts that come from all cor-
ners of the country, then let your feet carry you 
to Avenida Petit Thouars, also in Miraflores, 
and whittle away the hours amidst the most 
complete popular art centers in the city. There, 
Peru is a boutique: famous Ayacucho retablos 
– those wooden boxes that tell the stories of 
our customs – beautiful blankets knitted by the 
Shipibo people (Pucallpa, in the jungle), belts 
embroidered with the finest of threads (Arequipa), 
the joyful pottery from Chulucanas (Piura), and 
precious filigree jewelry. Whatever you find 
there is a good collection of what you could also 
find anywhere in the country.

Can you get to know Peru through the 
theater? Sometimes it is possible: Yuyachkani 
is a thirty-year old experimental theater group 
that has perfected the art of responding to that 
question. If you go to any of their plays at their 
theater in the district of Magdalena, you will 
enjoy shows that have been much lauded in 
international festivals. For example, the play 
“Untitled” is set on a stage that could be the 
entire auditorium and offers the spectator the 
chance to become part of the play – walking, 

[21] 



ALONG MIGUEL DASSO BOULEVARD IN SAN ISIDRO ARE 
BOOKSTORES WHERE TIME DOES NOT RULE AND WHERE PEOPLE GO TO READ 

STANDING UP AMONG CURIOUS CATS. THEY ARE MODERN STORES ON A STREET FULL OF 
CAFÉS AND RESTAURANTS THAT BECKON YOU TO COME AND READ. 

[22] 
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touching, sensing the touch of others – while 
the actors revive the past twenty years of 
Peru’s history. In Lima, the scenic arts are a 
voyage beyond the imagination. If you need 
more proof of this, go to the most famous circus 
in town, hidden beneath the big top on the 
grounds of a Miraflores mansion; La Tarumba 
is a group of artists that has adapted works, 
such as Faust by Goethe, to the theatrics of 
jugglers, acrobats, and jesters. The pirouettes 
are poetry in motion and also good for a laugh. 
But the productions are also a show for the 
hearing: fusions of jazz, Afro-Peruvian songs, 
and Spanish rhythms. And, if you had more 
time to spend in Lima, then you could sign up 
for their acrobat classes offered to beginners.
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WHEN?
ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
FOUNDING OF LIMA: 
January 18th. The Spanish 
founding of the city is 
celebrated with outdoor 
concerts, parades, and 
popular art fairs.

SURCO GRAPE 
HARVESTING FESTIVAL: 
Second week in March. 
Taste the best wines 
and pisco brandies 
and participate in their 
making at the Santiago 
de Surco Vineyard.

NATIONAL PISCO 
DAY: First weekend of 
February. The banner 
cocktail of Peru becomes 
the star of the best bars 
and restaurants in Lima.

NATIONAL PERUVIAN 
PASO HORSE SHOW: 
April. Take a tourist 
bus to the Mamacona 
Hacienda in Pachacamac, 
thirty minutes south 
from Lima. The best 
Peruvian Paso horse 
breeders gather together 
for this event.

EVERY TUESDAY: A 
folklore dance group 
puts on a show that is 
a musical tour of the 
entire country. The 

Asociación Cultural 
Brisas del Titicaca 
(Breezes of Lake Titicaca 
Cultural Association), in 
the district of Breña, is  
proof that you can get 
to know Peru through 
music and dancing.

MASS IN QUECHUA: 
Second Sunday in June. 
Come to a mass given 
in the language of the 
Incas. Statues of patron 
saints from all over Peru 
arrive at the Cathedral of 
Lima on litters and are 
given the blessing by the 
Church. 

INTERNATIONAL BOOK 
FAIR: Last two weeks 
in July. Peruvian and 
foreign writers meet and 
greet inside of 5,000 m2 
crammed with books. 
Jockey Plaza Convention 
Center.

LIMA CINEMA 
FESTIVAL: August. This 
is an international film 
festival where you can 
see Hispanic-American 
movies compete, vote 
for the winner, and meet 
actors, directors, and 
screenwriters from all 
over the world. 

CREOLE MUSIC 
DAY: October 31st: 
A traditional musical 

PARTIES 
TO ENJOY 
AND PLACES 
TO VISIT

genre from the coasts 
of Peru that has in Lima 
its greatest advocate. 
Experience its full force 
at concerts in bars, 
restaurants, and plazas.

THE LORD OF 
MIRACLES 
BULL FIGHTING 
FESTIVAL: October 18th 
– November 8th. The 
best matadors in the 
world compete at the 
Plaza de Toros de Acho 
(Acho Bull Ring), the 
most important one in 
the Americas. 

WHERE?
PRESBITERO MAESTRO 
CEMETERY: Lima. It 
is Lima’s museum of 
burial architecture, 
populated with Italian 
style sculptures from 
the XIX century. Close 
to 700 mausoleums that 
are nearly 200 years 
old store the remains 
of Peruvian presidents, 
artists, and the city’s 
yesteryear jet set.

POPULAR 
BOOKSELLERS MART 
ALONG AMAZONAS 
STREET: Downtown 
Lima. The largest used 
book fair in the country 
boasts 500,000 books 



on its shelves. There, 
you can find first editions 
from Peruvian and other 
Hispanic-American 
writers as well as 
bibliographic jewels in 
French, Russian, English, 
and even Latin.

CHINATOWN: Downtown 
Lima. Capon Street is the 
heart of the commercial 
and cultural life of 
Peru’s Chinatown. Here, 
you can walk through 
a Chinese market, eat 
at any of the “chifa” 
restaurants, look at 
books in a Chinese 
library, and even visit 
Buddhist temples.

SAN CRISTOBAL HILL: 
Rimac. At the top is 
Lima’s first natural 
lookout from where 
you can admire the 
surrounding countryside 
as well as the 
architectural outlines of a 
city of 8 million people.

LIMA MUSEUM OF 
ART: Downtown Lima. 
A complete collection 
of art from the Peruvian 
Republican tradition is 
exhibited here, in the 
heart of the Parque de la 
Exposicion (Exposition 
Park), one of Lima’s 
most traditional.

CORDANO BAR: 
Downtown Lima, next 
to the Government 
Palace. Opened in 1906, 
it is located in a building 
that has been listed 
as a National Historic 

[25] 

Monument. Its waiters 
will tell you stories 
about poets (Allen 
Ginsberg visited it), 
painters, and politicians, 
who would gather and 
plot to overthrow the 
government.

DESAMPARADOS TRAIN 
STATION: Downtown 
Lima. A few meters 
behind the Government 
Palace. Buy a ticket and 
ride the highest railway 
in the world. The route 
takes you from Lima 
to Huancayo in the 
department of Junin, 
located in the central 
Andes. The train departs 
only once a month. 

A sampling of world 
history behind the wheel 
of a car can be found 
at the NICOLINI CAR 
MUSEUM, in Lima, 
where you will find cars 
made from 1901 to 
1970, classics like the 
Ford Model T and the 
coveted Mustang.

A passionate weapons 
collector has brought 
together 20,000 pieces, 
from Egyptian daggers to 
Chinese knives and even 
Spanish swords from the 
XVI century. You can see 
them all at the MUSEUM 
OF GOLD, where there is, 
naturally, a huge collection 
of Pre-Columbian gold 
objects.
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